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Love for the Dead Bag is a love song to the body. A soul retrieval ritual doubling as public performance. 
This 45 minute solo performance features Butoh dance, live voice and speech which is captured and 
layered into a sound score that then interacts with the moving body to create further meanings and 
multi-sensory images.  

The ‘dead bag’ of the title is the human form, and my intention is to show its emergency in modern 
lifestyles: abandoned in favour of virtual realities (internet etc.), unnaturally restricted (office life etc.), 
medicalised, subjected to corporatised lifestyles and diets. I have the feeling that somewhere 
underneath these the body itself is crying out for help, and maybe even offering to help us understand 

why 21st century life feels so pressured. I see us suffering 
from a virtualisation of the social body and lack of fleshly, 
energetic intimacy and contact. 

Throughout Dead Bag there is a blurring of time and 
space through looping, breakdown and cutting intended 
to open up the possibility that each moment of our 
embodied existence can be experienced in infinite ways 
once our habits of seeing have been discarded, and once 
we use our modern hyper-attention to interrogate 
embodied experience rather than as a way to escape it.  

—————————————————————— 

Love for the Dead Bag has been shown at Stockholm Fringe Festival 
(2012), Buzzcut Festival (Glasgow, 2012), Dublin Butoh Festival (2013) and UNFIX NYC (New York City, 
2016).  

It is available for touring.  

Please click here to see a film of Love for the Dead Bag. 

https://vimeo.com/54276287


Technical Rider 

• Get-in time: 2.5 hours 
• Get-out time: 25 mins 
• Space requirement is variable - minimum around 5 square metres, but I am happy to work in and around the audience. 
• Minimum technical requirements: 2 DI boxes for sound playback from the stage, basic theatre lighting and operation of a single domestic lightbulb on 

the performer’s costume. 
• Equipment provided by the artist: Microphones, laptop and audio interface, costuming and domestic lightbulb. If possible, the venue to provide a large 

umbrella but I can source this if not. 

Suitable for theatres and site specific locations.  

For more information please contact michaelunfix@gmail.com. 

www.paulmichaelhenry.com
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